
SN

y
Se
e n
KoYk

Rourou
えう

O moC
いあ n iON

AaT

Te erTsu ku
Te erTsu ku

e
or

Japanese onomatopoiea visualization

YUKI COLLINS

r i i n  r i n  r i i n  r i n  r i i n  r i n
 r  i n  r i n  r i i n  r i n  r i in

 
rin riin rin r

ii
n  

 r
i n  r i i n   r i n  r i i n   r i n  r i i n   r i n   



2 3Japanese onomatopoeia visualization

えう

O moC
いあ n iON

AaT

Background

I started planning my thesis in November 2019, when I had no idea 

what would be happening in the coming year. After New York was 

shut down because of the COVID-19 pandemic, I really struggled with 

working on my project since one of my main themes is depicting the 

lively people and vigorous power of NYC. I asked myself the meaning 

of illustrating dancing people on the subway and crazy energy in 

Times Square while news kept telling me the enormous numbers 

of deaths and showing photos of empty cities every day. Now, it’s 

been almost a month after the lockdown started, and nobody really 

knows yet how long this crisis will last and what will come after this. 

However, I could say, New York will not be the same as before and 

after this event. Although I have not found answers for anything 

so far, I am determined to move on and I would like to share with 

viewers an optimistic touch of New York City, which I always love, 

through my creations.

Yuki Collins

April 19, 2020
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Project Story

Onomatopoeic expressions (the formation of a word from 
a sound associated with what is named) are widespread 
in Japan; however, in some cultures, such as the US, the 
use of these expressions is often perceived as immature. 
My project is visualizing Japanese onomatopoeic words 
as a narrative tool by using illustration and typography 
and introducing different cultural perspectives on 
interpretation and the language of sounds and feelings  
by using Japanese onomatopoeia.

The protagonist in my animation is my mother, who is in 
her 70s and living in a small town in the countryside of 
Japan. Although my mother has never come to New York, I 
have often been imagining how she would react if she saw 
people and things in NYC that she has never encountered in 
her life. So, this is my imagination of my mother's adventure 
from JFK to Harlem, where I live. Since she doesn't speak 
English, she feels and expresses sounds and things using 
Japanese onomatopoeia, which I think could be a universal 
narrative communication tool.

About the Project

represents actual sound and noise.

do not resemble sounds but refers to feeling, action, motion, state, or form.

Japanese Onomatopoeia

People in Japan from children to adults often use onomatopoeia words in our everyday lives 
intuitively. The big difference about onomatopoeia between English and Japanese is that 
while onomatopoeia in English reflects the "sounds" of things, onomatopoeia in Japanese 
conveys ambiguous phenomena such as feeling and atmosphere.

Giongo

Gitaigo
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